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Chapter 1 

Basic Computer-History 

History of Computer - Before the invention of Computer, Calculator was introduced. Main 

difference between Calculator and Computer is that Computer can do logical operations and 

calculators can’t do logical operations. ABACUS - Abacus was developed in china in 2600 B.C 

by some Chinese people. The Word Abacus means calculating board. This apparatus used a 

series of moveable beads or rocks. The positions changed to enter a number and again to perform 

mathematical operations. 

The abacus, also called a counting frame, is a calculating tool used for performing arithmetic 

processes. It is made of a bead or stones placed in grooves or strung on rods. Abacus is a Latin 

word that has its origins in the Greek words abax or abakon (meaning "table" or “tablet”). 

Leonardo Da Vinci was credited with the invention of the world’s first mechanical calculator in 

1500. In 1642, Balise Pascal invented Adding Machine. Blasie Pascal’s supporter thinks that 

Mechanical Calculator was introduced by Pascal. Napier’s bones - John Napier was a 

mathematician who became famous for his invention of logarithms. John Napier built device for 

the purpose of multiplication in 1617 A.D. The device was known as Napier’s bones. His bones 

are set of eleven rods side by side products and quotients of large numbers can be obtained. The 

sticks were called bones because they were made of bone of ivory. 

Charles Babbage was known as Father of computer. He invented two machines. (i) In 1822, 

introduced Difference Engine. (ii) In 1834, introduced Analytical Engine. It was first 

demonstrated in Paris Museum. 

First Digital Computer - ENIAC was the first digital computer. The ENIAC was invented by J. 

Presper Eckert and John Mauchly at the University of Pennsylvania and began construction in 

1943 and was not completed until 1946. It occupied about 1,800 square feet and used about 

18,000 vacuum tubes as a storing device to store data, weighing almost 50 tons. First computer 

with RAM - MIT introduces the Whirlwind machine March 8, 1955, a revolutionary computer 

that was the first digital computer with magnetic core RAM and real-time graphics. 

The first minicomputer - In 1960 Digital Equipment Corporation released its first of many PDP 

computers the PDP-1. The first laptop - First Laptop was introduced in 1981 by Adorn Osborne 

and the company "EPSON" manufactured first Laptop. 

The first computer company - The first computer company was the Electronic Controls 

Company and was founded in 1949 by J. Presper Eckert and John Mauchly, the same individuals 

who helped create the ENIAC computer. The company was later renamed to EMCC or Eckert-

Mauchly Computer Corporation and released a series of mainframe computers under the 

UNIVAC name. 
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The first multimedia computer - In 1992 Tandy Radio Shack becomes one of the first companies 

to release a computer based on the MPC standard with its introduction of the M2500 XL/2 and 

M4020 SX computers. 

The first Apple computer - Steve Wozniak designed the first Apple known as the Apple-I 

computer in 1976. 

COMPUTER FUNDAMENTAL 

Computer -A computer is a device that accepts information and- manipulates it for some result 

based on a program or sequence of instructions on how the data is to be processed. Computer i.e. 

a combination of two words “compute” + "er". Compute means calculation and er means device. 

In other word Computer is an electronic device. It can perform all type of mathematical and 

logical operation. It can accept data, store data, process data, retrieve data and print data. 

Computer System: - A computer system is a set of components that works together to 

accomplish one or more task. Computers are available in different sizes, shapes and weights. 

Due to different size and shapes they perform different task from one another. They are classified 

into various category on the basis of physical size, function and processing and storing capacity. 

On the basis of physical size, computers are divided into three parts: 

1. Desktop: - A computer designed for home and personal use. You cannot carry this 

 computer like Laptop. It is a personal computer (PC) i.e. for regular use at a single 

 location. 

2.  Laptop: - A laptop computer is a portable computer and also known as Notebook. One 

 can carry anywhere like briefcase. Another type of laptop is known as Net-book. Net-

 book is very popular among business man. One can use Net-book for small application 

 like word-processing accounting, presentation, internet accessing etc. 

3.  Palmtop: - A small computer that fits on one’s palm. Palmtop is also called PDAs, hand 

 help computers and pocket computers. 

 Another classification of computer, on the basis of function, computers are divided into 

 three parts:- 

1.  Analog computer:- Analog Machine was introduced by Lord Kelvin. In Analog 

 computers numerical data are represented by measurable physical variables, such as 

 electrical voltage, pressure, temperature etc. A thermometer is a simple analog computer. 

 As the temperature varies, the mercury moves correspondingly. 
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2.  Digital computer:- A computer that accepts and processes data in the form of number 

 (0-9) and characters (A-Z) that has been converted into binary code. Most computers are 

 digital. 

3.  Hybrid computer:- The feature of analog and digital machines are combined to create a 

 hybrid computers. You can see hybrid computers in hospitals, geological department etc. 

 One more classification of computer on the basis of processing speed and storing 

 capacity, computers are divided into four parts. It is also known as types of Digital 

 computer:- 

1. Micro computers: - Micro computers known as Personal computers (PC). These are small, 

relatively inexpensive computers designed for personal use in home or office. It  has lowest 

storing and processing speed. Users can use Micro Computers directly in  Home, Office or 

Public places. Note that user uses micro computer that are digital and  also can be laptop or 

Desktop. 

2. Mini computers: - Mini computers are powerful computer as compare to micro computers. It 

has higher memory, provide faster operating speeds and larger storage capacities than 

microcomputer and used as server. Minicomputer system known as small  mainframe computer 

system. A mini computer is a multiprocessing system capable of  supporting from 2 to 200 

users simultaneously. 

3. Mainframes computers:- A mainframes computer is different from micro and mini. It has 

very high memory and processing speed and used as server (can support thousands of users). A 

mainframe is a high-performance computer used for large-scale computing purposes. 

4. Super Computers:- Super computer is a different type of computer and can be used for 

complex type of application. e.g. scientific research, weather forecasting, weapon designing etc. 

India’s first super computer PARAM-10000 developed by C-DAC, PUNE in 1998. Other super 

computers are Padam-Param (Param series), EKA, SAGA-220 etc. India's fastest Super 

Computer is ERA designed by TATA. 

Computer of First Generation 

ENIAC:- Electronic Numerical Integrator and Calculator 

• It was first general purpose computer. 

• Invented by John P. Eckret and John Mauchley in 1946 

• Vacuum tube was used as a storage device (18000 V.T) 

• Weight was around 70 tons 

EDSAC:- Electronic Delay Storage Automatic Calculator 
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• It was invented by Maurice wilkies in 1949 

EDVAC:- Electronic Discrete Variable Automatic Computer (1950) 

UNIVAC:- Universal Advance Computer 

• It was first commercial purpose computer. 

• Invented by John P. Eckret and John Mauchley in 1952 

• Vacuum tube was used as a storage device (around 28000 V.T)  

Units uses in computers to store and process data:- 

Bit:- The full form of Bit is “Binary Digit” or “Binary Integer”. A bit is a single digit number in 

base-2 (‘0 or 1’) and is the smallest unit of computer data. 

4 bit    =   1 nibble 

8 bit    =   l byte 

1024 byte   =   1 Kilo byte 

1024 Kilo byte  =   l Mega byte 

1024 Mega byte  =   1 Giga byte 

1024 Giga byte  =   l Tera byte 

1024 Tera byte  =   1 Peta byte 

1024 Peta byte  =   1 Exa byte 

1024 Exa byte  =  l Zetta byte 

1024 Zetta byte  =   1 Yotta byte 
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MULTIPLES QUESTIONS 

 

1. something which has easily understood 

instruction is said to be- 

(a) Information  (b) user friendly - 

(c) word   (d) icon   

(e) None of these 

2. Blaise Pascal was introduced 

(a)Adding machine  (b) Abacus 

(c) Calculator   (d) difference engine  

(e) None of these 

3. Difference engine is the machine introduced 

by 

(a)Blaze Pascal  (b) Napier 

(c) Charles Babbage  (d) Newman   

(e) None of these 

4. Vacuum Tube is the invention generation. 

(a)1st generation  (b) 2nd gen  

(C) 3 gen   (d) 4th gen   

(e) None of thee 

5. Micro-programming introduced by- 

(a) John Mauchley   (b) Maurice Wilkies 

(c) William Shockiey  (d) Blaisepascal  

(e) None of these 

6. A port is a connector located on the- 

(a) Motherboard  (b) RAM 

(c) CPU   (d) ROM   

(e) None of these 

7. The ALU and the CU of a computer jointly 

known as- 

(a) CPU   (b) System board 

(c) Circuit board  (d) Computer   

(e) None of these 

8. Full form of PSU which is an internal 

component used to supply the power. 

(a) Power supply unit   

(b)Permanentsupply unit 

(c) Placement supply unit   

(d) Programmable supply unit 

(e) None of these 

9. In which generation microprocessor was 

introduced 

(a) lst generation   (b) 2nd gen 

(c) 3rd gen    (d) 4th gen  

(e)None of these 

10. ._____is responsible for overall control and 

co-ordination of instruction execution. 

(a) CPU   (b) ALU 

(c) RAM   (d) Control UNIT   
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(e) None of these 

11. is a high speed memory ,that can be used in 

between CPU and main memory 

(a) CPU    (b) buffer 

(c) Spooling    (d) Cache  

(e) None of these 

12. Storage capacity are frequently measured in- 

(a) Hz    (b) Byte 

(c) MIPS   (d) bps   

(e) None of these 

13. What is the main folder on a storage device 

called?  

(a)Platform   (b) interface 

(c) Root-Directory  (d) Home-Page  

(e) None of these 

14. Which of these keys is not on the number 

keypad? 

(a) Ctrl   (b) Del 

(c) Enter   (d) Num Lock    

(e) None of these 

15. Data is stored in computer as- 

(a) File   (b) Floppies 

(c) Dir    (d) Root dir   

(e) None of these 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JKSSB ACCOUNT ASSISTANT MOST EXCPECTED                                   CAREER SUCCESSS 
 (PREVIOUS YEARS)                                                                                    OPP SCIENCE COLLEGE JEWEL, JAMMU 

7 
                                                      WWW.CAREERSUCCESSJAMMU.COM 

 

 ANSWERS 

1. b 

2. a 

3. c 

4. a 

5. d 

6. a 

7. a 

8. a 

9. a 

10. d 

11. d 

12. b 

13. c 

14. a 

15. a 

 

 

 

 


